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TOGETHER, we are a 
POWERFUL VOICE for 
CHILDREN.
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Letter from the 
Executive Director
Dear Friends,
Because of you, our community’s 
most vulnerable population, children 
removed from their homes because of 
abuse and neglect, had the powerful 
advocacy of a CASA volunteer last year. 
This past year was a period of tremendous growth for our program. We 
added two new Advocate Supervisors to our team, who helped us train 
and support more CASA volunteers. We moved both of our County offices 
to larger, more effective spaces. In Fulton, we’re grateful to Central Bank 
of Callaway County for a perfectly-located office space. In Columbia, we’re 
excited to be in the Community Impact Center on Ash Street.

All this development resulted in the most important growth – more 
children in the foster care system had the consistent, caring advocacy of 
a CASA volunteer this last year than during any other year of our agency’s 
history. The percentage of children in our communities served with a 
CASA increased to 38 percent in just one year!

We know CASA volunteers have an impact on kids’ lives. National 
CASA research shows kids with a CASA are in the system on average 
fewer months, move homes less frequently and receive more targeted 
services. Our dedicated CASA volunteers gave 7,664 advocacy hours to 
230 children last fiscal year, making sure our kids have the best chance at 
a bright, healthy future.

 We are excited to grow and make a difference in more children’s lives, 
but as we grow, so does the number of children in our local child welfare 
system. We need more advocates who will make sure their needs get met 
and they find a safe, permanent home as quickly as possible.

CASAs make an immense impact in the lives of our community’s most 
vulnerable children. To our dedicated advocates and supporters, would 
you continue to be a voice for children in need? To those on the verge of 
helping, we can achieve an advocate for all the children in need with your 
gift of time and resources. We are fervently working to reach 50 percent 
of the children in need by the end of 2019. Together, we are a powerful 
voice for children.

Letter from
the Board Chair
As Board Chair of Heart of Missouri 
Court Appointed Special Advocates, 
my first request of you is to join us, and 
help put us out of business. 

When I was asked to be on the 
board, my understanding of CASA was 
minimal. After learning about its mission, serving on the board quickly 
shifted from a “community service” perspective to a responsibility. I 
didn’t think of caring for my own children as a “service,” so helping kids 
in our own community shouldn’t be.

The court refers children in need to CASA  when their parents have lost 
sight of their best interest. The one constant in a child’s life during this 
time is a CASA. Unfortunately, our business is growing. The number of 
children who need a special advocate grows yearly. While CASA serves a 
higher percentage of kids needing assistance, our gains are diminished 
by the increase in need. Our goal is to be out of business. Please help us.

HOM CASA has nine board members to whom I want to extend a thank 
you. We agree that we are far overshadowed by the work of CASA staff 
and our wonderful philanthropic partner, the Kappa Alpha Theta sorority. 

I want to extend my very sincere appreciation to CASAs. I know CASAs 
wish their time was all that was required. Our board and staff visit with 
volunteers, and, as the spouse of a volunteer, I can assure you that the 
emotional agony, frustration and disbelief of experiencing what children 
endure from their own parents is life lasting. CASAs carry our mission to 
our kids in our community, and for that, I can easily donate my time and 
limited resources.

I started this letter with a request for you to join us and will end it the 
same way. Without additional staff, we cannot deploy more volunteers. In 
addition to professionally supporting the volunteers, we also train them. 
Our budget is lean but needs more to serve more. I will commit to you 
that every dollar we receive goes toward our mission of serving more 
kids … our kids, in our community. 

“CASA is all about building trusting 
relationships, strong bonds and 
genuine concern for families. The 
relationships you form with the 

entire team must evolve out of a 
unified commitment to put the 
needs of the child first. Strong 
communication is crucial to move 

families forward toward reunification, never 
losing sight of doing what’s best for children.”

LINDA WILLIAMS
CASA volunteer

Sincerely,
   Kelly

Sincerely,
Jorgen



4 | CASA Annual Report 5

Of the 64 CASA children’s cases closed

Reunified with parents Adopted by or live 
with relatives

Adopted by or live 
with non-relatives

Other (cases 
dismissed, 
transferred to 
other agency, 
etc.)

Aged out 
of the 
system

40% 28% 16% 11%

MISSION 
Our mission at Heart of 
Missouri CASA is to train 
and support volunteers 
to be exceptional voices 
for every abused and 
neglected child in the 
Boone and Callaway 
County Family Courts.

VISION 
Heart of Missouri CASA 
believes that all children 
have the right to safe, 
healthy, stable homes, free 
from abuse and neglect.

DID YOU KNOW? 

CASA volunteers are oftentimes the one consistent adult 
a child recognizes throughout their entire time in the child 
welfare system.

ONE YEAR of CASA advocacy costs less than ONE MONTH 
of foster care. 

Children with a CASA achieve a safe, permanent home 
more quickly than children without a CASA.

Children with a CASA and their families receive more 
services and those services are more carefully targeted  
and monitored thanks to the CASA volunteer.

National CASA Association research reports children  
with a CASA:

• Have significantly improved educational performance
• Are HALF as likely to re-enter the system
• Are less likely to be bounced from home to home

Child Age
 0-4
 5-10 
 11-13 

 14-17
 18+  

Child Gender
 Male
 Female

Child Ethnicity
 Caucasian 
 African 
American 
 Bi-Racial/ 
Multi-Racial 

 Hispanic
 Other/Not 
Specified
 Native 
American

BY THE NUMBERS: FISCAL YEAR 2018
Total Revenue  

& Community Support:  

$324,419
Total Expenses:  

$295,095.89
Net Revenue:  

$29,322*  
*In accordance with accounting rules, includes net $23,431 in pledges or grants of funds to be paid in future fiscal years.

Total Revenue &  
Community Support:

 Government Grants/
Contracts
 Special Events
 Individual/
Corporate 
Contributions
 United Way
 Foundation Grants

Total Expenses: 
 Program Services
 Fundraising
 General/
Administration

Of the 640 children in the Boone and Callaway County courts due to abuse/neglect:  

226  
children had a 

dedicated CASA 
volunteer

4  
children were served by 
CASA staff members but 
did not have a volunteer

410  
still needed  

CASA’s advocacy

CHILD STATS: FISCAL YEAR 2018
5%

34%

20% 27%

17%
53% 47%

56%

30%

7%
4%

2%
1%

2%

68%
88%

4%
8%

14%

5%
6%
7%

Children Served 

38% 
INCREASE

from 167 to 230

Active CASA
Volunteers

22%
INCREASE
from 94 to 110

Cases Closed

39%
INCREASE
from 46 to 64

Advocacy Hours

30%
INCREASE

from 5,889 to 7,664

Compared to 2016-2017 CASA Fiscal Year
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Kappa Alpha Theta
GROUP SUPPORTER
Alpha Mu, University of Missouri 
Epsilon Iota, Westminster College 
 
Nationally, CASA is extremely grateful to be the official 
philanthropy of the Kappa Alpha Theta Sorority. Locally, 
we are recipients of the enthusiastic support of two 
Theta chapters, Alpha Mu at the University of Missouri 
and Epsilon Iota at Westminster College. Since our 
inception in 2005, both chapters have been devoted 
supporters of our program. Every year, the women plan 
and implement creative fundraising activities, such as 
Flapjacks and Quarterbacks and Cupcakes for CASA, 
with a dedicated portion of the revenue coming back 
to Heart of Missouri CASA. Their efforts have provided 
critical funding to sustain our program’s core activities 
and growth. Beyond their own fundraising activities, 
our Thetas jump at the opportunity to help our program 
in any way possible. From assembling teddy bears and 
coloring books for the children during recruitment, to 
baking cookies for training classes, serving as interns at 
CASA, and volunteering to implement our fundraisers, 
we would not want to think about life without our 
Thetas. They’re invaluable to us and we believe they 
deserve an extra special “thank you” for the support!

Employees of  
Veterans United
CHAMPION DONOR 

As a community, we are extremely 
fortunate to have the generosity of 
the Veterans United Home Loans 
employees in our town. Heart 
of Missouri CASA has been the 
beneficiary of this generosity several 
times in the recent past. Through 
the Veterans United Foundation, 
the employees of VU have provided 
funds that have allowed us to serve 
more children as they directly 
funded the training and retention of 
CASA volunteers at critical periods 
of our growth. We’d like to extend 
a heartfelt “thank you” for the 
support the employees of Veterans 
United have given us over the years. 
You are a powerful voice for our 
community’s children!

“I am so proud 

to be associated 

with such 

a well-run 

organization. 

The training 

and ongoing 

support I 

receive from 

their staff is 

priceless.”

LISA EVANS
CASA volunteer

Jane E. Smith
CASA VOLUNTEER AND 
ADVOCATE DONOR 

We are fortunate to have individuals who 
not only care deeply about our cause 
enough to serve as CASA volunteers but 
who also excitedly support the mission 
with their financial gifts. Jane Smith is one 
of these individuals. Jane has served as 
a CASA volunteer for six years and has 
advocated for children on four separate 
cases during this time period. She is 
dedicated to meeting the requirements 
of the CASA role and being a consistent 
voice for her CASA kids. Not only does 
Jane give her time every month to be a 
voice for our community’s most vulnerable 
children, she and her husband, Tom, also 
have been faithful financial supporters 
of HOM CASA for many years. Thank 
you, Jane, for not only being a persistent 
advocate for children in foster care but for 
being a sustaining donor as well!

Tom & Jane Smith

WE CAN’Tthank you enough
THANK YOU TO THE TRIFECTA
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By Rebecca Highland
I remember where I was when CASA drifted into my thoughts, 
again. In January 2017 I was on my first solo retreat as a newly 
empty-nester. My sons, Austin and Tyler, had moved out. On 
this retreat, I journaled and read books; one had an exercise at 
the end of the chapter that made me ask myself: “When was I 
happiest when I was working?”

The short answer: working with children. I graduated from 
Columbia College with a Criminal Justice Administration 
degree, and I had worked at the Juvenile Justice Center. Later, 
I worked at a residential facility for boys who were severely 
neglected and abused. While journaling, I remembered those 
kids and wondered how they were doing and where they were.

And then I remembered CASA.
I looked into being a CASA when my youngest son was 

16, but the timing wasn’t right. Over the years, I received 
CASA mailers. 

On my retreat, I Googled CASA. I got excited at the prospect 
but wasn’t sure what to expect. I had learned over the past 
decade that fear of the unknown is what usually keeps one 
stuck from personal growth. So I leaned into the discomfort, 
and when I got back from the retreat, I spoke with some friends 
and family. I felt bolstered to take the next step. I made the call 
and spoke with my now supervisor, Leslie Rigdon.

On January 26 I interviewed with Leslie. She asked why 
I wanted to do this, and I explained my history of working 
with kids, the broken and misplaced, and that I’ve always 
found kids easier to understand. I left feeling like I had made 
a friend for life.

I received a call that CASA training would begin. That 
Thursday I walked into the building and again leaned into the 
discomfort of the unknown, and was surprised by the size of 
the class. I thought there might be three or four people, and 

I hoped I knew a couple, but it started as a group of about 
12. I didn’t know anyone. GULP. I took a seat. We had an ice-
breaker, and I watched. I watched a lot. There were college 
kids, professionals and grandparents. I thought, “This is going 
to be interesting to see how this all fits together.” And it was.

I looked forward to my Thursdays with the crew to learn 
the ins and outs of the law, CASA’s 
guidelines and the terminology to use 
in and out of court. Although it was 
a lot of information, the staff didn’t 
hesitate to answer any questions. 
I made it through training and was 
appointed by Judge Schneider as a 
CASA on March 20.

On April 10 I met Leslie to discuss 
a potential case. I was nervous but 
felt prepared enough to take it, so I 
accepted. I met my CASA child and mom 
the following Monday. We established 
why I was there, and she was glad 
her child had an advocate. I sensed her frustration with “the 
system,” but we steered the ship to be the best voice for her 
child. After five months of court and lots of calls to Leslie, the 
family was happily reunified that September. I still keep in 
touch with the mom on occasion to see how they’re doing.

Leslie called me in early February 2018 to ask if I wanted to 
take another case. On February 14 I met Leslie to discuss the 

case I am now serving. It is not easy, but I am the best advocate 
for my CASA kid. He is honest, respectful and hilarious. There 
are days I am heartbroken because the foster system is in 
such disrepair. Other days I’m glad there’s a system like CASA, 
and then there are days of frustration because I feel like my 
volunteer position isn’t respected. This case has been much 

harder, but I have learned how important 
a CASA really is because otherwise 
these kids fall through the cracks of our 
society, unheard.

As a CASA, Judge Schneider hears 
me. My voice. My voice for the kid to 
which she appointed me. She hears me 
in court. She reads my court reports, and 
she asks what my thoughts are as she 
does the other paid professionals. Why? 
Because CASAs spend more time with 
the child than anyone else being paid 
to work for them. You will laugh more 
with them, cry a little and get frustrated 

alongside them. You will smile when a case closes, and you 
see the mom have tears of joy when she gets her child back. 
You will proudly watch when your CASA kid takes a turn for 
the better in school or athletics. It is an honor to walk in the 
courthouse and have a voice for someone who might not have 
one. It is a privilege to be working with the case I’m on now, 
and it is a privilege to serve as a CASA.

Journey
   O F  A  C A S A

CASA volunteers are assigned to an abuse or neglect case 
by judges. Volunteers conduct thorough research on the 
background of the case, review documents and interview 
everyone involved, including the child, which requires about 
8 to 10 hours a month. Volunteers make reports to the court, 
recommend what they believe is best for the child, and provide 

the judges with information that will help them make an informed 
decision. CASAs are instrumental in ensuring that a child and/or 
family receives services that the court has ordered - things like 
substance abuse counseling or special education testing. During 
the life of a case, a CASA monitors the child’s situation to make 
sure they remain safe and have a voice in court.

APPLY 
 Decide – Now’s the 
time! I’m going for it! 

Submit online volunteer 
application.

INTERVIEW  
CASA staff reach out 

to schedule in-person 
interview to discuss 

interest, review references, 
address questions/

concerns. The interview 
lasts about 1 hour.

NEW VOLUNTEER 
TRAINING  

Applicants are enrolled in 
the 30-hour training that 
is completed online and 

in-person over the course of 
6 weeks.

 SWEARING-IN 
CEREMONY 

1 to 2 weeks following 
completion of the training 

class, volunteers are sworn-
in by the Family Court 

Judge as Court Appointed 
Special Advocates, official 

officers of the court.

CASE ASSIGNMENT 
MEETING 

One day to 6 weeks 
following swearing-in 

ceremony, a case will be 
assigned to the new CASA. 

FIRST FAMILY 
SUPPORT TEAM 

MEETING 
Within the first month  

of case assignment, an FST 
Meeting is usually held to 

discuss case progress.

FIRST CHILD VISIT 
Within the first 1 to 3 

weeks of case assignment 
meeting. Visits occur 
2 times per month for 

duration of case.

FIRST COURT 
HEARING

Within the first 1 to 
3 months after case 

assignment meeting.

“In an often overloaded system, these kids need and welcome an adult 
who will really listen and speak up for them. Listen, learn, and be a 
positive influence on the team for your child’s best outcome.”

CINDY GERGEN
CASA volunteer

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
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Success
T O G E T H E R
Four volunteers share their experiences 
within CASA

The child moved into his new 
home. Nancy not only gave him the 
gift of a family who was warm and 
able to care for his needs, but also 
gave the the gift of the opportunity of 
language. When the case ended, the 
boy wasn’t speaking yet, but Nancy 
is hopeful that with more speech 
therapy he would soon. Nancy gave 
the gift of confidence to her next 
CASA child.

As is the case with many CASA 
children, the high school girl was 
distrustful of Nancy at first. The 
teenager was involved with the family 
court as a ‘crossover’ case, one where 
the youth has experienced abuse 
or neglect and has also committed 
law violations. In the beginning their 
meetings were at the girl’s home, 
but Nancy knew she wasn’t getting 
through to her.

Nancy decided to start meeting 
her teenager at school. Nancy would 
come twice a month and sit and talk to 
her. Most importantly, Nancy listened. 
And the girl opened up. She was 
bright and had dreams for her future. 
She wanted to be a photographer. 
“She had taken some good photos,” 
Nancy says. “They were mostly 
portraits, and she seemed serious 
about it.”

 But the girl wasn’t happy. She 
wasn’t happy with the court’s 
supervision and her curfews. Nancy 
told her that attitude is everything. 

“She didn’t think much of herself 
when I started meeting with her,” 
Nancy says. “She just wasn’t 
confident. By the time I got off the 
case, she had decided some things 
for herself.”

Nancy’s third and fourth CASA kids, 
a young girl and her older brother, 
were hesitant when they met her for 
the first time at their childcare center. 
Figuring as much, Nancy brought 

them each a special trinket to break 
the ice. It worked, and they warmed 
to her and her gifts.

Before every visit, Nancy would 
stop by a dollar store and pick up a toy 
car or a jumping chicken toy to give to 
her CASA kids. These trinkets were a 
simple reminder to the children that 
they were enough, they were loved 
and they could depend on Nancy to 
be a stable, presence in their lives.

 The siblings were thrilled and 
looked forward to Nancy’s visits. They 
began to trust Nancy and would open 
up to her during the visits.

Nancy told the children that as a 
CASA she was going to do whatever 
she could to help them and that they 
could tell her whatever they wanted 

the court and their team to know. 
The children were unhappy in their 
home, and their foster parent wasn’t 
the best fit. Nancy advocated for 
guardianship with their grandmother 
who had stuck with the children from 
the beginning. The children were 
happiest with her.

 In Nancy’s next case, she helped 
give the gift of a happy ending. Three 
school aged sisters were taken from 
the family home after their mother 
abused one of the children.

 The girls’ father was devastated, 
and as soon as he could, he jumped 
at the opportunity to reunite with his 
children. He cut ties with the girls’ 
mother, never missed a CASA meeting 
and was adamant about doing what 
he needed to. Nancy knew he was 
committed to getting his girls back in 
his care.

 There wasn’t a doubt that the place 
these girls needed to be was back 
with their father. Nancy would visit 
the girls around 4 in the afternoon. 
He would already be cooking dinner 
for his family and folding laundry and 
taking care of his children. 

 “He was their dad and wanted 
to be their dad,” Nancy says. “This 
rocked his world but he did everything 
to get them back.”

The home was filled with warmth 
and security. Nancy was happy to 
advocate for the children to stay 
together in the care of their father.

Nancy is currently advocating on 
her fifth case. Not only has Nancy 
given valuable gifts to each of her 
CASA children, but she has also given 
our community the gift of advocacy 
for our most vulnerable children.

Nancy was happy 
to advocate for the 
children to stay 
together in the 
care of their father.B efore CASA, Nancy McKerrow 

never had any children or 
grandchildren of her own. 

Now it’s been seven years since 
her volunteer training began in the 
spring of 2011, and she’s had nine 
CASA children among five cases. In 
each of her cases, Nancy, through her 
advocacy, has given gifts to each of 
her CASA children and their families.

When she met her first CASA child, a 
toddler, he didn’t speak and could only 
crawl. His mother was neglectful, and 

he was now living with his uncle, who 
wanted to adopt him. The child was a 
hugger and friendly with everyone he 
met, and from the moment she met 
him, she knew he needed the same 
love and attention he so freely gave 
to others. Originally, Nancy wanted 
the child to stay with his uncle, but the 
uncle was older and would be unable 
to care for him as the child grew.

Nancy soon realized this just wasn’t 
in his best interest. She was the first 
to speak up among the child’s team 

–  Children’s Division, Juvenile Office, 
the guardian, attorneys and CASA. 
She used her voice when the child 
was unable to and advocated for a 
speech therapist. “It’s part of my job to 
encourage them and see how they’re 
doing,” Nancy says. 

 She watched during one visit as 
the child immediately recognized 
his speech therapist and warmed up 
to them. Clearly, Nancy had made 
the right decision to advocate for a 
speech therapist. 
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The house was full and 
bursting with jittery, 

ecstatic emotion. Pitter-patter of 
scurrying feet echoed throughout 
the house. A group of siblings all 
moved from room to room looking 
for a missing shoe. 

The eldest girl was headed 
to a graduation ceremony, but 
her shoe wasn’t anywhere to be 
found. This was not a problem, as 
all of her siblings were dedicated 
to searching the home to find it. 
Finally the shoe appeared, and the 
children could get back to their 
pizza. The siblings were tight-knit, 
and it only made sense that this 
was also the same night their CASA 
volunteers, Jayne Woods and Cindy 
Weable, came over for a end-of-
case celebratory pizza party. 

Jayne and Cindy brought pizza, 
soda and ding-dongs to the home 
in which the children were staying. 
Together, they watched as the home 
swelled with bubbling happiness as 
they delivered the good news to the 
children. After three long, arduous 
years of court, the juvenile system 
and countless foster homes and 

separations, they were getting their 
wish: They were finally able to stay 
together as one family with their 
beloved guardians.

The moment was emotionally 
bittersweet. This was Jayne and 
Cindy’s last official visit with their 
CASA children. It was tough for the 
CASA volunteers to say goodbye to 
the children, who had wiggled their 

way into their hearts, but they also 
knew they were in the best care 
with their guardians.

It wasn’t all happiness, though. 
Even months before this night, it 
would have been easy to think this 
never would have happened and 
that the children would eventually 
end up split among different foster 
homes. It can be a challenge to 
find homes able and willing to take 
siblings sets.

These kids had an undeniable 
bond that no amount of neglect nor 
abuse could break. And their CASA 
volunteers worked hard to make 
sure they found one permanent 
home for all the children.

When the children were removed 
from their home and biological 
parents, they were placed in 
several different foster homes. 
Six months after coming in to 
the system, the siblings were 
assigned their first CASA, Jayne. 
A couple months later, Cindy 
joined the team. In the beginning 
of their case, Jayne and Cindy 
met with the court quarterly to 
discuss their CASA children, but 

the court was moving slowly to 
reunify the siblings. 

Thankfully, the Judge was 
committed to getting the children 
in the same home. She pushed 
the team members on the case to 
take all actions necessary so the 
children could live together. But this 
doesn’t mean it was easy to bring 
the children together under the 
same roof. While the team members 
worked hard to find one home for 
the siblings, the children had to 
endure being separated among 
different cities at various times. 

Jayne and Cindy knew this wasn’t 
the outcome the children needed. 
They remained faithful advocates 
during this time, the one constant 
for the children. No matter where 
the children were placed, they 
made sure to visit consistently and 
report back the children’s needs 
and hopes to the team and Judge.

When Jayne and Cindy first met 
the children’s current guardians, 
there was a sigh of relief. Finally, 
there was the perfect fit. The 
coldness they felt from past 
guardians ceased. “They were 

mellow, good people,” Jayne says. 
“It was just in their nature. We 
trusted them. It’s hard to describe.” 

At one point, it seemed everything 
was ready for the children to move 
into the same home. The children 
were ecstatic.  But complications 
arose with the necessary paperwork 
at the last minute and the children had 

to continue waiting and hoping for the 
day they could all be together under 
one roof. They were heartbroken. 

Jayne and Cindy continued to 
persistently advocate for the children 
to all live together in this home, and 

eventually all the paperwork was 
in place for this to happen and the 
Judge made the order.

Jayne and Cindy celebrated with 
the children, who were overjoyed. 
They continued to visit the children 
regularly while awaiting the case’s 
official closing with the courts. 

During their visits, Jayne and 
Cindy watched in awe as the 
guardians doted on the siblings. 
Jayne remembers them going out 
of their way to take the boys to 
the barber for their haircuts.  The 
children were finally in a loving 
home, all together.

The case has ended, and Jayne 
and Cindy remain in contact with 
the guardians. Every once in awhile, 
they will run into the family in public. 
Jayne says that when she sees the 
children now, they are still just as 
happy and healthy as they were at 
the end of the case. 

“This case was a success 
because the guardians love these 
kids like they are their own,” Cindy 
says. “We went to bat for these kids. 
We fought for them. We believed in 
their guardians.”

These kids had an 
undeniable bond 
that no amount of 
neglect or abuse 
could break.Jayne Woods
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T i n a  W i l l i n g h a m - H a l l 
remembers filling out a CASA 
volunteer form during her training 
years ago. It asked if she had a 
preference of age and gender. She 
knew she wouldn’t be picky when it 
came to deciding to take on cases. 

So when one came up with a 
family of four boys, and around the 
time her own son was 16 and about 
to leave home, she didn’t hesitate to 
take the case. “It was a no-brainer,” 
Tina says. “These kids needed me.”

The siblings were placed in a 
foster home a year prior due to 
concerns about their safety. By the 
time the children met Tina, they 
were a little hesitant to talk to her.

During visits with their biological 
parents, Tina realized the younger 
children were stressed around their 
parents. She made a point to go 
to all of the parent visits with the 
children to help calm their anxiety. 

But Tina often felt frustrated. “A 
lot of the time,” she says, “It felt 
like the parental rights would come 
before the kids’ rights and their 
well-being.” The system exhausted 
every effort on therapy, parent aides 
and mental health professionals. 
After 3 years of being their CASA 
and as a mother herself, it made 

her heart ache because she knew 
her CASA children reunifying with 
their mother wouldn’t be in their 
best interest. 

She found herself comparing 
the tense relationship between 
the biological mother and the 
children to the warmth she felt 
when she met with the younger 
boys’ foster parents, with whom 
they were placed from the 
beginning of the case.

There were several admirable 
qualities about their foster parents. 
Tina appreciated how lovingly and 
kindly they spoke about the boys’ 
biological parents. The couple went 
out of their way to host visits and 
accommodate the parents. They 
were also available to help the boys 

process the emotions that came 
with these visits. The foster parents 
put their wants aside and rooted for 
the biological parents to become 
healthy again.

The boys responded positively 
to such an environment with their 
foster parents. Tina says the boys 
were affectionate and comfortable, 
and it was very obvious they felt at 
home with their foster parents. 

Tina built her CASA boys up. She 
showered them with hugs and “I 
love yous.” She instilled in them that 
she was a liaison between the court 
system and them. She let them voice 
their opinions on what they wanted 
to happen to them.

Ultimately, Tina knew the younger 
boys were happiest with their foster 
parents, and the eldest boy was 
happier back with his biological 
father. This is what she advocated 
for, and it became reality. 

The case ended in adoption for 
the younger boys after five years.
Tina knows this case has been a 
success. “I think each of the children 
are where they are going to thrive 
the best,” Tina says. “The children 
are in a place where they’re going 
to flourish.”

CHAMPION
$100,000+
Boone County Children’s 
Services Fund
$50,000+
Missouri Department of 
Social Services
$10,000+
City of Columbia
Heart of Missouri  
United Way
Missouri CASA Association
Employees of  
Veterans United
$5,000+
Callaway County  
United Way
Boone County Court

ADVOCATE
$1,000-$4,999
Anonymous Donors
Anthem, INC.

Jose & Jessica Caldera
Central Bank of  
Boone County
Central Bank of  
Callaway County*
Children’s Trust Fund
Commerce Bank
The Crossing Church
Drury Development 
Corporation
Ford, Parshall, & Baker, LLC
Kappa Alpha Theta,  
Alpha MU
Mark & Traci Kennedy
Landmark Bank
Lucky’s Market
Ruby Marsden
McCortney Foundation
Jenny McGee*
Joe and Kristi Metzger 
Charitable Fund
The Missouri Bar, Young 
Lawyers’ Section
CL Parrish Enterprises INC

Pfizer
Preferred Family 
Healthcare, Inc
Jorgen & Betsy Schlemeier
Jane & Tom Smith
Title IV-E
Wal-Mart Stores, Inc

SUPPORTER 
$500-$999
Jerrie Bell
Boone County Bar 
Assocation
Boone Supported Living 
Rita Boyer-Reagan
Cindy Gergen
Susan Glass
Philip & Janet Harrison
Insurance Shop, LLC
Joe Machens Dealerships
Lifestyles Furniture Inc.
Emily Little
David J. Means

Krista Meyer
Missouri State Employees
Olive + Grace
Gail Racelis
Catherine E. Rymph
Show Me Cosmopolitan 
Club
Show Me Real Estate  
Group, LLC
Smith Lewis, LLP
Janice Smith
The Lighthouse Church
Vision Arts Eyecare Center

ALLY
$250-$499
Allied Sawing &  
Services, Inc
Sheela Amin
Rob Bartel
Chipotle
Christensen Construction Co.
Pamela Crawford

David & Suzanne Guerrant
Carl Edwards, Sr.
Marilyn Gordon
Herman & Jane Hall
Ashley Hester
Marian Hjelmfelt
Kappa Alpha Theta,  
Epsilon Iota
Susanna Kettlewell
Brenda Loeffler
Mike Basnett Dental
Millard Family Chapels, Inc
Henry Clay Niles, III
Ovid Bell Press, Inc
Joan Sampson
David J. Shively, CPA
Sinclair Research  
Center, LLC
Linda & Doug Williams
Young’s Welding & 
Machine Shop, LLC

CASA VOLUNTEERS
Nikki Aguero
Suzanne Anderson
Janet Baker
Barbara Bauer
Lisa Besant 
Milly Biggs
Alyssa Bish
Charles Blossom
Gary Bonsall Sr.
Donna Bonvillian
Kelly Borman
Glen Cameron
Marilyn Cameron
Beth Chancellor
Kathy Cook
Pamela Crawford
Michael Currier
Doreen Dabney
Christa Daro
Sally Delwood
Nicholas Drake
Lisa Dresner
Carl Edwards Sr.
Linda Evans
Lisa Evans
Julia Faber
Beverley Fries
Sara Gable
Maria Garcia-Ayala
Cindy Gergen
Jacquelyn Goodlock

Marilyn Gordon
Suzanne Guerrant
Nancy Hanson
Anita Hayes-Birt
Cynthia Helphingstine
Ashleigh Herrin
Jeremy Herrin
Rebecca Highland
Peter Holmes
Christi Hopper
Mary Hoskins
Todd Iveson 
Debra Johnson
Kelly Jones
Debra Karwoski
Julia Katich 
Ginger Kazmierczak
Karen Kennedy
Christine Kiefer
Jennifer Lage
Dixie Lenau
Nargiza Mardanova
Julie Anne Mattson
Kelsie McDonald
Nancy McKerrow
Ruth Milledge
Gail Cross Miller
Kim Moore
Joy Naeger
Tasha Nance
Laura Nauser
Jordan Newland

Elaina Olsen
Lisabeth Ovaitt
Mary Lisa Parrish
Melanie Pezold
Brandon Rodewald
Krista Rodgers
Candida Rogers
Jill Sappington
Betsy Schlemeier
Sharon Schneeberger
Alisia Sebers
Lincoln Sheets
Steve Showalter
Amanda Smith
Jane E Smith
Heather Dawn Spell
Martha Stevens
Jeane Tetro
Mark Volkmann 
Julie Walden
Christa Weisbrook
Kayla Welch
Julie Wesley
Linda Willenburg
Cornellia Williams
Linda Williams
Tina Willingham-Hall
Joyce Wood Harter
Jayne Woods
Allison Wright
Mary Wright

“I really love being a CASA.  

I get to make sure each  

child knows that they 

matter.  I tell them that 

what they feel or think is 

important and it is my job to 

make sure the judge knows 

what they want.  It is a great 

feeling to get to advocate for 

a child and know that I am 

making a difference.”

CYNTHIA 
HELPHINGSTINE
CASA volunteer

*In-Kind Donor 
If you feel you’ve been left off this list or we misspelled your name, please accept our apologies and email  
kelly@homcasa.org so we can properly thank you. 

Tina Willingham-Hall



Giving is easy
Simply visit ComoGives.com

1 

Select  
Heart of Missouri CASA 

2
Make Your Donation

Choose how much 
to donate to Heart of 

Missouri CASA.

3
Return to Watch or  

Give Again
Watch Heart of Missouri 
CASA and see if we win a 

challenge grant.

Support Heart of Missouri CASA  
during CoMoGives!

You can give a voice to more children in foster care by giving
to Heart of Missouri CASA’s CoMoGives campaign.

December 1st – December 31st, 2018

105 East Ash St, Ste 102
Columbia, MO 65203

Proud Partners:

Members of: 
Missouri CASA Association 
National CASA Association


